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Adult Care Fact sheet 
 

 

 
 

The Care Act – Summary of key Changes 
 
 
What is the Care Act?  
 
The Care Bill received Royal Assent in May 2014 and is now an official Act of Parliament. This Act 
represents the biggest change in how Social Care is delivered for over 65 years, and will lead to 
significant changes for the Council, partner organisations and providers, service users and carers. 
Most of the changes will need to be ready for April 2015. 
  
The Act is in response to:  
 
• Dilnot Commission’s recommendations on funding care and support to protect people from very 
high care costs  
• Law Commission review of adult social care law to modernise the legislation and to replace over 
65 years of piecemeal legislation into one single Act  
• Failures at Mid-Staffordshire hospital  
 
 What will change?  
 
The most significant differences include:  
 
• The introduction of national eligibility criteria, so that a minimum level of service provision is 
available wherever you live  
• A duty to provide information and advice  
• Carers are now given the same rights as those they care for, and there is a legal duty to consider 
their needs  
• An increased emphasis on people’s well-being and a formal duty to take steps to help people to 
stay healthy and independent for as long as possible, reducing their need for statutory care  
• Changes to the ways in which people pay for or contribute towards their care, including the 
introduction of a maximum level an individual will be expected to contribute for their social care 
needs (this is known as the cap on the care account)  
• Deferred payment agreements intended to enable people to meet their care costs without having 
to sell their homes during their lifetime  
• Provision for those in need of care to be able to move between local authorities without 
interruption  
•  Developing a smooth transition for young people between children’s and adult care by giving 
powers to assess the needs and entitlements of children, young carers and parent carers  
• One of the key elements of the Care Act is further integration between Adult Care, Housing and 
the NHS.  
Providing access to independent advocacy and independent financial advice 
 
The Department of Health has provided a number of fact sheets on the Act, which can be viewed 
at:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-care-Act-factsheets  
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